
Hi there, 

I just wanted to let you know how excited and grateful I am to be working in your school. 
I know that you have a million things that you are trying to accomplish over the course of 
the year and sometimes assemblies and presentations like these seem like a distraction. I 
know it messes with your prep times and class blocks and the big picture schedule of 
your curriculum and I want to thank you for putting up with all that. Hopefully, by giving 
you a little context of who I am and why I do what I do, I can help justify that sacrifice! 

I was invited by my health teacher to join student leadership my sophomore year of high 
school and it changed the direction of my life. I’ve been involved in the student 
leadership world now for over 10 years and speaking professionally for nearly 5. Over 
the course of those years, I have met incredible people and heard so many powerful 
stories. I’ve been convinced anecdotally and analytically that creating a culture of 
compassion on any campus translates directly to increased attendance & grades and 
reduced referrals & drop outs. This is always my goal - to tell stories that help students 
better understand themselves and how to treat each other with kindness and character. 

I also know that a short assembly does little to shift the climate of a school. Ultimately, it 
is the teachers and staff in the trenches everyday that create the community you are a part 
of. My hope is to offer a way to start conversations and a reference point to hold students 
accountable to being more empathetic, empowered young people.  

I am very grateful for the opportunity to come and speak with your students and work 
alongside you, if only for a short time, to teach these kids not only about math, science, 
reading, and writing, but also about how to be compassionate, selfless, and loving people. 

The work that you do is so important. Thank you for allowing me to contribute what I am 
passionate about! 

Sincerely,  
Houston Kraft


